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NZSCIR background 
• ACC SCI Action Plan 2014 - 2019
• Pilot study 2014 - 2015
• Partnership with Canadian Rick Hansen Institute 

(RHSCIR), now Praxis Institute
• Commenced data collection on August 1st 2016
• Governance Group led

• Consumers, clinicians, service leaders, ACC, researchers and Praxis



So how does it work?

Admission to either 
supra-spinal service 

(MMH/ASRU or 
ChCh Hosp/BSU) 
with a SCI or CE

MINIMAL dataset 
collection

OR
Consent for FULL 
dataset collection 

Data Collection 
•Acute + Rehab phase by 

Coordinators + clinicians
•Community Follow-Up         
@ 18 months and 5yrs+

Other Collection points: 
•Historical MDS 2007-2016

•Community opt in



Te Tiriti obligations

Aiming to improve consent rates and use of data to 
address important issues for Māori

• Te Reo Māori patient information booklets
• Māori partnerships (TAMA)
• Creating Māori Advisory Committee



Translated Patient Information Booklets

Māori Samoan Simple Chinese



What is collected?

• Dates/times of injury/emergency details
• Dates/times of admission/discharge at 

each facility
• Demographic & socioeconomic details
• Medical history
• Interventions (traction/tracheostomy)
• Surgical information
• SCIM scores

Based on International SCI Data Sets

• Neurology data (AIS & SNL)
• Complications (respiratory, UTI, pressure areas)
• Urology interventions/diagnosis
• Physio measures (respiratory & mobility)
• OT data (equipment, ADLs)
• Nursing data (pressure injuries, bladder/bowel)
• Interviews incl. Self-efficacy, pain, services 

used
Community Follow Up questionnaire at 18mths, 
5 years, 10 years+

Fully consented acute and rehab data set includes:



Data use
• Six annual reports released
• 10 year historical data analysis and pain papers published
• 5 year (2017-2021) report underway
• Pressure injury and Canadian comparison papers underway
• Clinician and Service audits 
• In-services/Conferences/Presentations



NZST Website
www.nzscir.nz

• NZ Spinal Trust agreement
• Host our webpages
• Contains publicly available 

annual reports
• Offers opt in registration
• Point of contact for any 

queries

http://www.nzscir.nz/


Annual Reports

Available at: www.nzscir.nz



Publications

Pressure injury and Canadian comparison papers underway



Data use opportunities

• Improve patient outcomes by informing policy 
planning & clinical practice

• Opportunity for ASRU/BSU interactions
• Provide insight into quality improvement initiatives
• Ongoing research



Access to data
• Multi-level

• Annual report or dashboard aggregate data available for 
service/presentation/conference use

• Clinicians access to their own identifiable data for audit (single site)
• Researchers request for project feasibility
• Clinicians/researchers may apply for national identifiable data with 

ethics approval
• HDEC changes for St John MOU (2020) & release of 

identifiable data (post July 2022)
• Different level of sign off dependent on type of data 

requested



Data Access Processes
• PowerPoint slides for presentations



Data Access Processes
• Excel spreadsheets for audit purposes



Dashboards
• Built by Praxis
• QlikSense platform
• Will be integrated into new Praxis Connect platform in 2024
• Interactive data updated monthly for:

• service updates
• answering clinical/service questions
• research feasibility queries
• data cleaning



Dashboards
• Demonstration of



Ngā mihi nui.
Any questions?

Contact us
Auckland Coordinators
Greta Minty or Christine Mangold
NZSCIR@middlemore.co.nz
0211920377

Burwood Coordinators
Tracey Croot or Maria Donaldson
NZSCIR@cdhb.health.nz
0211456300
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